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‘The unaccountable changing of Opinions in the Cafe of the French Trade, proceeds from 


Party, not Reafon or “fudgyent. 


Impoffible we can be Lofers by the French Trade, when ou? Goods go into France under 
low Duties, aad thetrs come all here, under high Duties. . 
The French Merchants and Manufaiturers made Reprefentations.to the Kjng of France 


againjt this Treaty, as Deflructive to their own Manufactures. P 
They have more Reafon to Rejoyce at the Articles not being made E 


Peop! e- Dive. 


ai - 





HE lat MERC ATOR gave aSketch of 
the mifcrable Condition our Trade to 
France is now reduc’d to: That our People 


may fee,who has Impofed upon* them, and 
who not. ie 


Before the Debate of the French Trade became a 
Party-Bufinefs, and thofe, who have taken fo much 
pains to Divide us, drew Matters of Commerce into 
their other Strifes ; che whole Kingdomveftcem'd the 
Trade to"France a very valuable a profitable Trade, 
or at leaft capable of being made fo. . The Memorials 
and Reprefentations prefented to her Majefly, and the 
Lords Ciaetitioners of Trade, which are now to be 
produced, and which were actually laid before the Houfe 
of Commons, prove this undemably. 


If Party had not had an eminent fhare in the change 
of Mens Minds, it would be very difficule to aflign 
the Caufes or Reafons for’ thefe Peoples altering their 
Opinion of the French Trade ; all,chat they Requefled, 
in order to make it ap advantageous Trade, having 
been OBTAINED .in the Treaty ; and all,chat they 
Objefed, as obftructing its being Advantageous, having 
been REMOVED by’the Treaty. 


The Briftol Merchants, the Exeter Merchants, the 
Levant Merchants ; and Univerfally all,that have made 
Reprefentations on this Affair, have given it under 
their Hands, that if fuch and fich Things can be ob- 
rain'd, if fuch and fuch Evils can be removed, the 
French Trade would be very Advantageous and Gainful 
to the Kingdom : There is not One of thofe Requefts 
which are not Effectually anfwer'd: not One of the 
Evils whieh chey give Caution’of, but. what are Pro- 
vided againft: Our of their,own Mouths thgy are 
Condemn’d, who Complain of aTrade after ithas been 
Regulated by their own Rules and Requefts sawluch 


Trade they affirm’d, under their Hands, would be verg 
beneficial and advantageous to this Kingdom, and which 
they defir'd to have Regulated, in order, it “is hoped, 
to be Prefery’d, not Deftroyds . 


- , ? 

This Paper cannot allow. the Repetition of thefé 
Things, but theit Requefts are already largely fet forth, 
and an Account given, how the Things they Defired 


have been Granted, and the Mifchiefs they Com-° 


plained of Provided againfi, and, prevented: For 
which fee MERCATOR, (No. 3, 5, and 7.) Itis 
therefore unaccountable, that thofe “Men can fatisfy 
themfelves to opem their Mouths againfi the Treaty, 
or join in the popular and inconfiftent Joy, which fome 


People thew, at the Delay of the making it Effeétual.. 


But the Divifions among us having extended fo 4ar, 
as unappily to reach this Affair ; which in Truth has 
not, nor ought to have: any Concern with! the Parties 
into which we are fo fatally Divided: Ir Jeaves us ‘no 
longer indoubr, or.to feek for the Reafon, why fom 
People are againft this Treaty, who, there is good Caule 
to believe, had they. been Concern d in the making 
it themfelyes, would have difcovered other T ; 
about "it. 


Thefe Things are fo evident to the Underftandings 
of thofe Concern’d.en the other fide of the Argument, 
that the Merchants and Manufitturers in France have 
been as much alarnv'd at this ‘Treaty of Commerce as 
ours ; and it may be faid without any Partiality, that it 
is with much more Reafan: But it would be very diffi- 
cult to find out Arguments to Support the Complaints 
in France, and thefe in England aifo. 


There have been divers Reprefentations made to the 
Ring of France himfélf, by his own Subjects, as well 
Meichants and Manufadturers, as others, all againft thg 
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IS Vreenyt Treaty of Commerce with Great-Britait, and efpecially 
M@ys4 againit che Eighth and Ninth Articles, the fame which 
ieee our Pedple are fO offended with; Complaining, end 


wich great Earnefinefstoo, againft admitting the Englith 
ai Woollen Manufactures into France upon’ the low Duties 
of 1664, as what will be Ruinous to the Manufattures 
fer up with fo great Succefs in France; For that the 
| Englith will now bring in all their Woollen Manu- 
| fadures upon them in fuch great Quantities, that thofe 
| | . made in Languedoc, in Poitou, in Picardy, and other 
| Places, will be Ruined; That the Englith make thofe 
_.¢ Goods fo much better than rhey can be made in Fgauce, 
| and they will be fo Cheap, the’ -high Duties,which his 
Majefty had laid on, ‘ot fo much to.ettrich ‘his Trea- 
| fury, as to encourage the Induftry of his own Subjects, 
| being taken off, even as far back asthe Tariff of 1664. that 
the French Goods will find no Sale; butthat the Englith 
Goods will in proportion to their Goodnefs, be Sold 
I much Gheaper,than any can be made in France.’ Fartheg, 
i Thefe Reprefentations go on in very preffing, tho’ 
humble Ternis, it being fpoken to their King, to Com- 
| plain, that an open Trade with England will always be 
| : to the great Damage and Lofs of the French ; for, fay 
| they, the French Nation has very few Goods to fend to 
Mi the Englith, but whereof other Nations have the 
i like kinds, and do alfo Import the fante into Eng- 
Hi Jand; But the Englith have’ divers Goods to fend to 
| France, of which no other Nation can_fend_ the like ; 
That is to fay, Lead, Tin, Leather, Allom, Coal, Pil- 
| chards, Salmon, and feveral other kinds ; whereas the 
Wines of France are fuppliedto the Englith by Portugal, 
. the Brandies by $pain, the Wrought Silks by Genoa 
» and the Durchy of | Milan, the Fruirs and Perfumes by 
Italy, and the Liney and Paper by Hamburg and 
Holland. : 


For this Reafon they reprefent, that the Treaty of 
Commerce with Great-Britain, as it is now fixed, would 
be Deftructive, and an entire Ruin to the Trade of the 
French Nation ; concluding, that France can never re- 
cover its Wealth and Greacnefs, if fuch a Treaty of 
1 Commerce fhould be permitted to take Place, and _un- 

re lefS fomie Way be found out to continue the high Duties, 
and thereby to keep out the Englith Manutatures from 
| ‘being permitted to come into France. 


{ “Thele Reprefentations fem te rally the Englith, for 
| what they call a Stupidity iticredible, that they prohi- 


bited Trading with France, at the beginning of the firft 


| War ; by which, fay they, the Manutaures of Franee 
i have arrived to a.great Heichth, witich it was impoflible 
| fhould have been, if the Englifh Woollen Manufactures 
i had continued to Have been fent info France ; and infi- 
! nuate, that it fhould have been the MoftChrifiian King, 
| not the late os 2 crear tang fhould have taufed ‘a 
i. Prohibition of Trade to have been publithed, for that 
| | the Englifh Trade was the only Deftructivesthing to the 
| ndufiry of the French Nations 
| 
| 


| 

Thefe Argufhents are fo pungent, and carry twith 
them f§ much Weight, that it makes a moft pointed 
Satyr upon the French King, that he fh:uld not com- 
| ply with their Defires; bur it muft be acknowledged, 
i that if their Reafons are juft on the French Sle, it will 


be hard to find that our Complaints of this Trade can 
be Reafonable on the other Side, for it is hardly Rational 
to fuggeft, that the Trade between thefe Two Nations 
can be to the Difadvantage and Lofs on both Sides. 


This Paper might confirm thefe things from fundry 
other Complaints made in France, of a private Nature, 
which ferve to prove, that the Opinion in general of 
the Trading part of France, is, that the Treagy of 

mmerce is prodigioufly Difadvantageous to the 
French : But, as it has been refolved ar firft, thar whats 
is faid here fhall be taken from Authentick Vouchers 
and Original Papers, néfiotice thal be taken of thofe' 
Papers,whtich we fée handed about here from France, 
tho’ they tend very much to giving Weight to this Argu- 
ment, and in themfelves are very Convincing, 


Tr cannot be doubted, but that the French Manu- 
facturers feoke very Feelingly, when they Reprefented 
to their King how fatal to their own Manutaétures it 
would neceflarily be, to have the Britith Woollen Goods 
admitted there upon the foot of the Tariff of 1664. 
They are fenfible, that alrho’ it may be true,that the 
Manufactures they have Exected have found Encourage- 
ment, yer that the great Eneouragement of all, and 
without which they could have made but fmall Progret, 
has been the Prohibitions of the Britith Manufactures, 
of which the laft MERCATOR gave an Account ; 
as alfo the high Duties charged upon them before thar, 
which made Englith Goods always. fo Dear, as difcou- 
raged the Confumptions But when. thefe Duties thall 
be taken off, and the Enghifh Goods fhall be admitted 
into France, as they were in the Year 1664. all their 
Manufatories and Undertakings of that Nature, will 
gradually fink, and the Markets be filled with Englith 
Goods ; and as this is the Opinion of the Frencl: Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers themfelves, there is no room 
to queftion, but their Joy at the Delay of making thefe 
Articles Effeftual in England, is equal to any, that could 


be expyefled here, and on a much more reafonable 
Foundation. 


The next MERCATOR fhall Examine the fatal 
Confequences to our Commerce, and efpecially to our 
Manufactures of our paft Prohibitions of the French 
Trade, and remove a popular Miflake,which our Peo- 
ple are led into (viz.) that our Manufagtures are to be 
admiited into France, but at Three Ports only ; in ex- 
plaining which, all the Inferences drawn from that wrong 
Suppofition, will of themfelves come to nothing. 





ADVERTISEMENT. 


Juft Publifhed, 
Vy eellany Poems ot feveral Occafions. Written by 
a Lady of Quality, Author of the Poem on the 
SPLEEN. Printed for Benj. Tooke at the Femple- 
gate, William Taylor in Pater-nofter-row, James Round 
1 Cornhill, and John Morphew near Stationers-Hall: 
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